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flowing of the waters. I hope that, with the grace
of God and the Charities of persons zealous for The
Conversion of these poor savages, we shall be, after
a time, in a position to build one in a somewhat
more substantial manner, and capable of resisting
such mishaps; and one which, being better adorned,
will Inspire them with more Respect for the mys-
teries of our Religion. The poor condition in which
you see this paper, all spoiled, upon which I am
obliged to tell you The accident which happened to
us yesterday, June 6, on coming into our new Estab-
lishment —in order to hold there the ist Ceremony
of St. francis de sales; and, at the same time, to notify
our savages of what Monsieur the General commands
them to do in order to prepare themselves in good
earnest for the war. The Accident which happened
to us yesterday was, that our Canoe came near being
wholly swallowed up in the passage of some Rapids.
For the space of two Misereres, it was quite full of
water; and, notwithstanding the Haste that the two
savages who were conveying me, made to Jump into
The Water and Lift up the Canoe, I thought that
we would lose it, since they could not Longer resist.
I cut a sorry figure, at first, in the Canoe thus full of
water; for you know that T am not very expert on
The Water. I saw on one side the end of a log,
which appeared at the water’s level; I tried to reach
that point, firmly holding a paddle which I had
seized. A Canoe which preceded us noticed what
had just happened to us, and came promptly to the
aid of the two savages, who were now almost power-
less to hold the Canoe longer, and from which they
could not bale out the water against the violence of
the torrent. Although they removed as promptly



